Honors 2101, Fall 2006

Readings Questions for Assignment 8

Provide brief, but complete answers to the following questions. I don’t expect more than about a paragraph for each, but try to answer the question completely:

1. In Book I Socrates rejects several definitions of “justice’. Summarize the definition you find most interesting, and why Socrates rejects it.

2. In Book II Glaucon raises a challenge for Socrates. What is the challenge?

3. In Book II why does Socrates draw an analogy between justice in the soul and justice in the city-state?

4. In Book IV what is the tripartite division of the soul and why does Socrates describe the soul in this way?

5. What is Socrates’ answer to the question “what is justice?”

6. In Book IX Socrates gives three short arguments for why it is better to be just than merely appear just. Briefly describe the argument you are most convinced by (even if you don’t agree in the end).

