Honors 2101, Fall 2006

Readings Questions for Assignment 7

Provide brief, but complete answers to the following questions. I don’t expect more than about a paragraph for each, but try to answer the question completely:

1. In Plato’s dialogue, Euthyphro, Socrates and Euthyphro debate the definition of ‘piety’. In your own words, what do you think piety is and why is the central issue in this dialogue.

2. In the dialogue Euthyphro, the character Euthyphro offers three different definitions of piety and Socrates argues each definition fails. Briefly summarize the three definitions offered and the reason(s) why Socrates rejects each.

3. What do you think the purpose of the dialogue (Euthyphro) is? Why does it end inconclusively?

4. In Plato’s Apology, Socrates is defending himself in court against several charges. What are these charges and why do you think he was convicted of them?

5. What is Socrates’ attitude toward death in the selection from Phaedo?

