Honors 2101, Fall 2006

Readings Questions for Assignment 4

Provide brief, but complete answers to the following questions. I don’t expect more than about a paragraph for each, but try to answer the question completely:

1. (Agamemnon) Describe how Clytemnestra justifies her act of vengeance. Do you think she was justified?

2. (Libation Bearers) Compare Orestes’ act of vengeance with Clytemnestra’s. Why does Orestes hesitate and what does this mean for the notion of justice?

3. (Eumenides) Describe the “winning” argument that defends Orestes during the trial. How do you think the all male audience of the play would have (should have) understood this argument? That is, what kind of impression does it leave?

4. Through the course of the trilogy we see a variety of archaic and “modern” notions of justice. What type of justice are we left with in the end?

5. What do you think Aeschylus’ “take-home” message about justice is supposed to be? (Think of specific passages to support your view.)

