Honors 2101, Fall 2006

Readings Questions for Assignment 4

Provide brief, but complete answers to the following questions. I don’t expect more than about a paragraph for each, but try to answer the question completely:

1. In Book XI of the Odyssey, the hero Odysseus encounters the underworld. What is his experience of the land of the dead, and how does it compare with, say, Enkidu’s description in the Epic of Gilgamesh?

2. In Book XXIII Odysseus finally makes it home to Ithaka, but finds it filled with suitor’s to his wife’s hand and his estate. Briefly explain why Odysseus goes in disguise to his house (rather than simply walking home) and why he kills the suitors? What are his emotional reactions to the situation(s)?

3. Briefly describe the intimate conversation between Odysseus and Penelope at the end of the Odyssey. What does it tell us about our hero? About the nature of Odysseus’ quest to find home?

4. In Pericles’ funeral speech, what is the essential contrast between Sparta and Athens? Does it make a difference that this is a speech given by an Athenian leader? Why or why not?

5. In your own words, what is the essential political lesson to be derived from the selection from the Melian dialogue? Does this represent justice?

6. Given the nature of the Peloponnesian War (in our selections) what is your opinion of the war? Do you think that this retelling is representative of most or all wars?

