
 
 

A Traditional Timeline of Early Chinese History 
(Note: Dates before 221 BCE are unconfirmed.) 

 

Eastern Han (25–220 CE) 

Spring and Autumn Period (春秋) 
(722-481 BCE) 

Warring States Period (戰國) 
(403–221 BCE) 

Shang (商) Dynasty 
(1766–1122 BCE) 

Zhou (周) Dynasty 
  (1122–256 BCE) 

Han (漢) Dynasty 
(206 BCE –220 CE) 

Xia (夏) Dynasty 
(2205–1766 BCE) 

Eastern Zhou (771–256 BCE) 

Western Han (206 BCE–8 CE) 

Western Zhou (1122–771 BCE) 

Qin (秦) Dynasty 
  (221–207 BCE) 

Sage king Yao 
Sage king Shun 
Sage king Yu (founder of Xia) 
 

Tyrant Jie (last ruler of Xia) 
 Sage king Tang (founder of Shang) 
 

Tyrant Zhòu (last ruler of Shang) 
 Sage king Wen 
Sage king Wu (founder of Zhou) 
Duke of Zhou 


